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1. As an avenue for the Elders of First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Colorado Springs, to provide support to the community when the need arises (and in addition to support provided by  other church missions), An “Elders Fund” shall be maintained to help assist with urgent needs (for example, health, welfare, emergencies, crisis situations, transportation).

2. The Elders, with the support of the congregation, shall ensure adequate funding of this account and shall solely determine (with the counsel of the pastoral staff) who may be eligible to be recipients of monies disbursed.  Recipients of grants from the Elders Fund shall be sponsored by an active Elder or pastor.

3. Grant requests submitted to a sponsoring Elder or pastoral staff are then circulated to all Elders by email or in conference for consideration, vote, and accommodation.

4. Grants requests may be for any reasonable amount, but grants will normally be no greater than $500.00.  Grants above the $500.00 will be adjudicated based on justification provided.  Minimal amounts under $100.00 may be approved by the Elder Chair in coordination with the Senior Pastor.  Amounts greater than $500.00 need to be approved by a 3/4 vote of the Elders.  

5. Ordinarily, a person may receive only one grant from the Elders Fund in any 12 month period.  In unusual or extraordinary circumstances, 5/6 of the Elders may approve a second grant in a 12 month period.

6. Ordinarily, grants will be made payable to the creditor or agency which has occasioned the need for which the grant has been given. However, the Elder Chair and Senior Pastor may adjust this provision at their discretion.

7. It is understood that any funds provided are grants; however, recipients will be encouraged to make a matching contribution to the Elders Fund if and when possible.

8. Oral or written discussions of grant requests (e.g., email trails) shall be completely confidential within the Elders and pastoral staff.  Grants made shall be confidential among the Elders, pastoral staff, and bookkeeping staff unless the grantee chooses to waive such confidentiality.

