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In the Form of A Question

Have you ever noticed how many familiar hymns are — as the
game show “Jeopardy” might put it — in the form of a question?
“What child is this, who laid to rest on Mary'’s lap is sleeping?”
Or, “What wondrous love is this, O my soul?” How about,
“Shepherds, why this jubilee, why your joyous strains prolong?”
Or “I wonder as | wander, out under the sky, how Jesus the sav-
ior did come for to die?” Can you name some more?

One of the best things about our long-standing Disciples of Christ understanding of
the faith is that we firmly believe that you don’t need to have all your questions
worked out and answered in order to be a Christian. Nor is there a list of
“approved” or “correct” answers to those questions in order for you to “count” as a
“real” member or a “real” Christian. Now this may seem pretty obvious to you (and,
If so, thanks be to God!) but there are indeed churches which have decided that
only those with the “right” answers are eligible to be members. In the last few
years, | know of two churches that both voted to leave their parent denomination of
150+ years but also then removed from membership those who had wanted stay a
part of the denomination.

So let me simply say it: to be a Christian, in my estimation, is to be one who some-
times doesn’t in fact know the “right” answer! | don’t know the “right” answer as to
exactly how Jesus would have thought about stem cell research, or abortion, or the
funding of certain governmental programs. Jesus didn’t tell us what the “right” an-
swer was about whether a baptism is to be by sprinkling or immersion (he just told
his disciples, “Go and baptize”). Jesus didn’t say what the “right” answer was to
how often or in what manner to celebrate communion (he just said “Do this in mem-
ory of me” leaving much about what “this” means up for questioning and interpreta-
tion). Yet there are churches and Christians who do in fact claim to know what
“the” Christian answer is to every one of these questions and who will draw a line
that excludes you if you do not agree.




/! $% + "

My friends, one of my hopes for each of us in this new program year is that we will become
even better at asking good questions. A professor of mine once said the ability to ask the right
guestion will serve you much better in life than almost any other trait. What question about
God, faith, church do you have? For some people they are the questions — which the Psalms
themselves certainly ask over and over! — about God’s goodness in a sometimes unfair world.
Some people have questions about how to navigate being both a disciple of Jesus and a citizen
of this world. Other questions may seem more mundane but are no less important: Why are
there four gospels? Who decided how many? Why do their stories differ?

As we continue to re-claim and re-commit ourselves to a vision of spiritual and numerical
growth, | want us as a congregation to keep asking some good questions like these: “How
might we adapt our worship style and music to be even more inviting to those Jesus told us to
seek out?” “How can we continually re-kindle a heart for the mission that so marks the history
of this congregation in ways that will help those who are hurting right here and right now?”
“How can we focus our collective imagination and prayers and efforts on seeking to add to our
membership — not just to maintain what we have — but in order to be faithful to God’s com-
mand to spread the good news?”

With gratitude for you and the ministry God calls us to together,

Pastor Chuck
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