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From Pastor Chuck
Money and Mission: New Occasions Teach New Duties?

~

In January, | attended a weekend continuing education event on

stewardship and fund raising. | am very, very grateful to serve a

church that believes that it is essential to make both time and monies

available to its staff to do continuing education. Continuing education

for staff is not simply a fibenefitd to t
be a help to churchds ministry as new th
tunities shared, and questions are raised that the church needs to be

addressing.

In that spirit, let me share with you some of the things that the pre-
senter taught us about current realities of stewardship and fund raising in the church,

Wo me n 6 s followed by my comments on each one:
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OWe need to substitute pride in place of an at
This one really hit home with me. Lots of times | know that | have asked folks for

funds for ministry with the implied attitude o
how much more appropriate it is i and more effectivel T to share opportunities

for giving with excitement and pride at what is happening!

0Stewardship is 6Giving people the
t h e ms e | Tha sld s6ng says it best: we are the church together!

opportunity

ONobody |l eaves the world sayi ngltigifpodantbioaskod | d
people how they want to remember at their deaths the church and its mission that

they have loved in their life. Because folks do want to make a difference, now

and forever.

oPotential givers
congregation
work and ministry together.

this
fact,

want an answer to
dTihdant 86ts eax iqsute?sétd on, i n

guest
t hat

And a couple that may surprise you:

Continue on next page

FCC is on Facebook! Look for us there and add your name to thot
who "like" us! You can also follow FCC on Twitter at fcccos
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Continued from Page 1

0l f your congregation doesnd6t have a way to give

mone

Every church website should have a Paypal or other ea

0Generation X and Generatiohesarteheyonendot bedscwishe

everything - i ncl uding a $1.50 cup of coffee. They wil
ministries if the  only obvious venues are the offering plate or the opportunity to mail in a check.

| be

More and mor e, these ones tend not to 6do checksbd; ev

bill payment. We may not like it theologically but as these fol ks grow ol d
suddenly change to using checks and the church needs to find a way to accommodate their habits
in order to make it easy for them to give . 0lt may be worth remembering that there was a

time in the life of most Protestant congregations when passing the offering plate during wor-
ship was a very controversial thing to do!

er, t

oBaby boomers and younger |l ess and | ess are motivated

to give to some kind of designated cause/project. The World War Il generation are the ones

who want to give to unified budgets in an un - designated way (and God bless them for that!!) but
making such O6budget | anguaged the only d6dask6 wildl
money than they otherwise could. 6

What on this list of things surprises you? What do you want to talk about more? What questions do
you have? What, as the hymn says, finew dutieso (and
given these fAinew occasionso?

Letds tal k! Pastor Chuck

me a

oppo

FCC Small Groupy Norman HeimeNorman@firstchristiancos.org

One of the goals of the small group ministry is to provide a center for social relationships in
the church. In an earlier discussion with Pastor Chuck, he pointed out that research suggests that in
a larger church, people identify with the church's vision/mission as it is expressed primarily in wor-
ship/preaching, but their relationship needs are primarily met in small groups. We are trying to de-
velop more and stronger relationships in the church by identifying and developing small groups that
may be either primarily focused on spiritual development or on social interactions.

The small groups that are currently meeting at FCC are the Sunday School classes, the Din-
nerfor8 the Menédés Prayer Breakfast, the Rebecca Group,
Hand Bell Choirs, TOTS , Slimnastics/Tai Chi , the Quilting Group, Parents Night Out, the Red
HatGroup and Addi e 6 s K.i The Bidfmends Unlimited groups are Card Sharks , Piece
Makers , Chicks with Sticks , Treasurers by Hand , Sweet Secrets , Dough Girls, Heart Whis-
perers, Chick Flickers and Prayer Shawl Ministry. More information about these groups and
meeting times may be found on the church web page by
ment 6 tab and then the ALots of small group opportun
groups are waiting for leadership to develop.

The meeting schedules and more information may be found on the FCC web site,
http://www.firstchristiancos.org/ . If you are interested in one of these groups or have a suggestion
for another group that could be formed, contact the church office or me,

Norman@firstchristiancos.org

cl i c
li ti ec
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Colorado Springs

Jesus as Holy Healer of Desire:
In Response to God’s Love

Barbara Blaisdell
author, facilitator & fellow sufferer

When: Wednesdays @ 9:00 am and 7:00 pm
February 9 through March 2
Where: FCC’s Parlor @ Platte and Cascade

Schedule

SESSION III Feb.23  “This Night Your Desires Will Demand Your
Soul From You”

‘ First Christian Church

Luke 18:18-30 (Rich young ruler)

‘ Luke 12:33-34

SESSION IV Mar. 2 “What Does God Desire?”
Jesus As Lord! (The Ascension)

Luke 24: 44-53

If you enjoyed hearing the Swallowtail Celtic Trio in our wor-

ship services in December, youdo|
series program on March 13 at 3:00 p.m. Randy Zombola,

hammered dulcimer, Sandy Craddock, Irish flute,and Dan

@~ Dameron, guitar will be joined by fiddler Roy Jackson to play

" music for St. Patrickds Day. A |
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About Hymnsoy Ray Killian

Can | share a secret?
Sometimes music can be
a lightning -rod topic in
churches. Personal opin-
-~ ions, traditions, and an
innate sense of ownership
with church heritage en-
courage this. But music
can also be a great uni-
fier. And most importantly, music, and in par-
ticular hymns, are a wonderful opportunity for,

as | once mentioned before, unanimity. Corpo-
rate worship is first and last praising, giving

thanks and blessing God.

As Martin Luther said, "Next to the Word of God,
music deserves the
highest praise.”
When music and
Scripture are com-
bined, a powerful
force for good is
unleashed. The
singing of hymns
encourages the best of the Christian faith, and
transmits the churches heritage for generations.
Included here is a picture of his A Mighty For-
tresstext.  Again, in the words of Luther, "The
gift of language combined with the gift of song
was given to mankind to let him know that he
should praise God with both word and music."
There are wonderful bio  -influences too such as
releasing calming endorphins and lowering blood

gnuuuununuuuunununnnunuunnnnnuunn

Mark your calendars

y Memorial Concert to benefit the Tenr
Center for Children
When: Saturday, Aprit,Bpm.
What: Songs of Children by Robert Convery
(a cantata to remember the children who perished
Holocaust).
Where: FCC sanctuary.
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pressureébut
| believe that hymns must remain at the fore-
front of congregational song. No other musical
form (prelude, postlude, anthems, etc.) can re-
place the singing of hymns in the church. For
only hymns can unite a musical language
(harmony, melody and rhythm) of varying styles
with a theologically minded text inspired by a
strong personal experience. And the singing of a
hymn allows the contemporary Christian to sing
with the saints through centuries of triumph and
tragedy.

Thus, by proclaiming God's truth through
hymns, the believer enters a unique place: A
place where truth and beauty unite to inspire
hope and confidence.

The hymn, Holy, Holy, Holy, contains these
words: "éOnly Thou art
side Thee, perfect in power, in love and purity."
In singing a hymn, the mind is nourished and
the spirit lifted as our thrice holy God becomes
the object of worship and adoration. Singing a
hymn is not only a great privilege, it is truly a
great opportunity! Worship in this way reminds
us of who we are in the sight of God. Worship
gives us time and space (if we approach it inten-
tionally) to discover and express who we are
when we are in Godbs
pl ore Aintentionalityo
tuned, and keep on singing!

_ _ vlennyson Center
Please attend to help this noble school and its ch&g/\ forChildren

AT COLORADO CHRISTIAN HOME
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Addi e 0 sbyAldie daleC h € n

We had an awesome time at the last Freezer Meals in January. We had a
huge turnout with 36 adults and 7 children. Due to last minute business
travel the week before | had forgotten to line up the nursery. However, |
have to say | enjoyed seeing moms and dads watching their kids while peel-

ing apples in the Fellowship Hall. It wasndédt until I was
Oklahoma this weekend that | realized that this triggered a family mem-

ory. My grandparents had a farm in Kansas and every spring at wheat har-

vest time all four children and their families would come home to help. Any-
one who could helped in the fields and the rest watched the 10 -15 grand
children present.  There was always a lot of lunch and dinner prep to feed

hungry workers and | fondly remembered all of the cousins playing on the

farm while my grandma and aunts cooked. Thanks to all who were patient

with me and the lack of nursery but it was fun to see all the children!

from

As Jeff and | are loading up our cart or checking out at various stores for the Freezer Meals, we con-

stantly get asked questions which we answer with details
The Good News First C?ristigr ghtgoh about the church and the Freezer Meals program. This last
af R EBipelirthat Colorats Srnee co | time as we were hurriedly buying 100 plus pork chops and
even life’s worst never 719-633.8888 . LT . .
P—— . e frshnatanessorg | CHICKEN breasts, a - couple in line behind us asked if we were
buying for a restaurant. When we told them, they asked
What i poselifie feeds Sunday Worship 8:15 & 1100 am. | gbout our church and then they explained that they were
fo hear this very Good News? fee@firstchristioncesera |\ ary familiar with Disciples of Christ Christian Churches as
First Christian Church - where you won't be judged, | they had gone to Philips University. The next week at a Su-
where you won't be told what you *have to” believe, | nor Bow| party, | handed out one of the church cards with
whereadanyune i ellyiyleod my email on back to a niece of a friend who said she would
love to come.  Jeff and | have learned that we need to al-

ways carry a stack of church business cards to hand out and share information when people ask us
questions. What a fun way to share information about the church!

Our next Freezer Meals session is Saturday, February 26 ™ at 10:00 am in the church kitchen. The
menu for this session is:

*  Chicken Spaghetti 1 Chicken, mushroom soup, cheese, green peppers, onions and pimientos mixed
with spaghetti.

* Addi e 6s GhAspicy Ipeaf layered casserole with enchilada sauce, corn tortillas and cheese.

*  Red Lobster Cheddar Bay Biscuits T Like the Red Lobster biscuits with cheese baked in.

* Beef F aijBedf steals peppers, and onions ready to cook in the skillet in a kit with tortillas and
cheese.

*  Lentil, Ham and Barley Soup T A Sale kids favorite soup with ham, barley, green lentils, carrots,
celery, onions, garlic and other seasonings.

* Far mer 6 s Ch €asmole df lrash browns topped with cheese, ham, mild green chilies, and
eggs. Good for breakfast, lunch or dinner.

* Orange Cookies i Jef fé6s favorite with orange, coconut and oats.

See Addie at church this Sunday, call Addie at 471 -3249 or email at  jasale@comcast.net by February
23" if you want to join us!

Addie
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Nz We BEFRIEND women, so they feel like they BELONG. Then they will be open to hear abou

“**BELI EVE, which will open their hearts Jto
plete the circle, we want women to BEFRIEND others, and help them BELONG, too.

Small groups for women are going strong at FCC. Keep an eye on the bulletins and web-
site for updates. Al so read tHWHEnNSWIWEManadasnewolf etwthan ,0 si
forwomen 0 to keep up on whatdés happening here at FCC. Join

\ ]
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Saturday, February 26 1:00 PM Chick Flicks 7T Di nner and a movi e. Sogmet ir
just nothing better than a good meal shared with good
friends followed by a great movie. You are invited to enjoy

a meal then watch and discuss i c
What could be more f uPRrifcessBri@deuro mp v e

Sunday, February 27 2:00 PM Dough Girls  wi | | |l earn about Hors d uvr
Bloomquist. Please sign up in advance.

Wednesday, March 02 11:00 AM Prayer Shawl Ministry at FCC meets in the Parlor for
prayer and fellowship. Shawls are created and given to

console those who are grieving, comfort those who are ill,

bring hope to those in despair and to celebrate life and its
milestones. Donations to purchase yarn are welcome.

Saturday, March 05 9:30 AM Card Sharks  wi | | make a St Patrick®d

Day
and a Birthday card. $5.00. RSVP with Sara Strawderman.

Ul

Saturday, March 19 1:.00 PM Piece Makers  will make a Fall table runner. Get supply
list from Sue Hesser. Will take multiple classes to finish.

Chicks with Sticks crocheters , and
Treasurers By Hand ~ March meeting dates TBD.
Watch for notices.

W& e (%M’of(‘, @/gma ol %’vm @We @0’(/ biold, f o il
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